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122. Glass, single overlay of pale turquoise-blue on an opaque white
ground; carved in low relief on one side with butterflies fluttering around
a chrysanthemum and an orchid growing from a rocky ground which is
carved from the white, ground colour; with a small, oval seal reading
Youshan ('friend of the mountains’); and on the other with two birds, one
in flight beyond, and one perched on a blossoming prunus tree which
grows from eccentrically formed rockwork; the oval footrim carved from
the overlay colour; the base carved in relief with the four character mark
Yunting chenwan ("precious plaything of Yunting’) in raised seal script.

Yangzhou, 1850 - 1880

Height: 5.2cm

Stopper: rose quartz, carved with a flower-head
Provenance: Marian Mayer Collection, #692

The base inscription here could conceivably be translated as ‘precious
plaything of the rhyming pavilion” but this would be an unusual usage of
the word chenwan (‘precious plaything’) which is more commonly as-
sociated with the name of an individual.
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Chinese Snuff Bottles 11

Yangzhou glass production was commercially founded and produced a
wide range of works to suit all pockets and tastes. There exist, therefore,
distinctively Yangzhou products at all levels of excellence. At their finest
they are extraordinary works in the highest of taste, and this is a good
example of the more artistic end of the Yangzhou production. The finest
are nearly always accompanied by seals or other inscriptions and some-
times incorporate carved relief in the ground colour as well as the overlay
colour or colours. Here a very rare feature is the raised mark on the base
identifying it as having been specifically made for the appreciation of an
individual collector or snuff taker. Such commissioned works seemed to
have formed a significant part of the finest of Yangzhou glass, but are
rarely identified so clearly.
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123. Glass, double overlay of transparent turquoise-blue on opalescent
white, on a translucent, deep, sapphire-blue ground; carved in relief with
acontinuous scene showing two figures in a boat set against a background
of swirling mist, and a standing lady holding an umbrella in front of
bamboo plants; the neck with pendant, plantain-leaf lappets; the base
decorated with a flower-head using the three colours of glass.

1820 - 1880
Height: 5.7 cm
Stopper: malachite on an ivory collar

Provenance: Marian Mayer Collection, #108

There is a distinctive group of glass bottles which clearly developed at
some time during the first half of the nineteenth century and continued
towards 1900. They are characterised by the use of multiple overlays,
complex genre scenes, neck borders of this type, and frequent use of the
inside of the footrim for further decorative elements. They are also usually
fairly crudely carved, although frequently with considerably folksey
charm, presumably on the basis that with such fancy colours the quality
of carving was less important. This group has been extensively faked in
the past few years, but the modern fakers tend to have missed the point
of the crudeness and folk art quality of the originals, tending to apply
rather too fancy carving to a group that never aspired to it in the first place.
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Chinese Snuff Bottles I1

124. Glass, single overlay of sapphire-blue, ruby red, and variegated
mustard colour on an opaque white ground; carved in relief on one side
with a frog on a lotus plant; and on the other with two flowering sprays,
one a peony; the oval footrim carved from the white glass ground.

1800 - 1850
Height: 6.0 cm
Stopper: carnelian

Provenance: Marian Mayer Collection, #272

Cf. 121, 125. This is another example of the group mentioned in #121, and
displays clearly another characteristic of the group which is to overlay
with mixed colours. Here the mustard-yellow colour is streaked and
variegated giving it considerable appeal and character.
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125. Glass, single overlay of ruby-red, sapphire-blue, palest emerald-
green, and streaked mustard-yellow on an opaque white ground; carved
with a continuous scene of various flowering plants, including peony and
chrysanthemum, and bamboo growing from a ground set with rocky
outcrops; the oval footrim well carved from a mixture of the streaky
mustard-yellow and the white ground.

1800 - 1850
Height: 8.1 cm
Stopper: green nephrite

Provenance: Marian Mayer Collection #271

Cf. 121, 124.
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